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I know many of you have most likely said to yourself at one time 

or anotheré òMaybe if I sit really still, no one will notice me.ó  

You probably also know it doesnõt always work.  Thatõs exactly 

what happened in my case a few weeks ago when I sat down 

with a group from the Early Learning Coalition of  

Duval.  Board Chair, Jennifer Chapman, had recently  

announced she was stepping down and an Interim Chair  

was needed immediately.  The rest, as they say, is now history.  

I happily accepted the Boardõs nomination.  Now what? 

 

First, about me.  I wear many hats  -  financial advisor,  

director/leader of an office, husband, dad, brother, and friend.  I am also a strong  

supporter of early learning and helping families gain access to quality child care.  

I have served as the Treasurer of the ELC for many years and I am proud to step into  

this new position, replacing Jennifer and her amazing leadership.  I want to thank  

the ELC staff and my fellow board members for putting their trust in me.  I know  

òtogetheró we are going to do so much for Jacksonvilleõs children and 

families. Quality does count and we are committed to helping every  

child get the quality child care they need and deserve.  

 

           ññ Marcus Rowe, Interim Board Chair  

 



The Early Learning Coalition of Duval would like to welcome our new board members. 

They are:  

  Amy Buggle  

DLC Nurse and Learn  

4101 College Street, #1  

Jacksonville, FL 32205  

amy.buggle@dlcnl.org  

   

  Carlos Esquivia -Lee 

Punkin Place Child Development of Jax  

6641 San Juan Avenue  

Jacksonville, FL 32210  

carlos@punkinplace.com  

   

  Karen Feagins  

PNC Bank 

5011 Gate Parkway, Suite 200  

Jacksonville, FL 32256  

kmfeagins@gmail.com  

   

  Joe Peppers  

Kids Hope Alliance  

1095 A. Philip Randolph Boulevard  

Jacksonville, FL 32206  

peppersj@coj.net  

   

  Marian Wilcher  

All Saints Early Learning  

4171 Hendricks Avenue  

Jacksonville, FL 32207  

mmwilcher@allsaintsjax.org  



We are saddened to see them go, but so 

grateful for their tireless efforts in helping 

our children and families get quality  

childcare.  

 

Jennifer Chapman, who has been on the 

ELC Board of Directors since 2011,  

has completed her term as Board Chair.  

òI am not going to say a lot because I will 

start crying,ó said Jennifer at her last Board 

meeting.  òI will just say it has been a great experience.  Thank you for allowing me to serve.ó 

 

òI know this is a hard decision for Jennifer and we will miss her tremendously,ó says Denise 

Marzullo, President/CEO of the ELC of Duval.  òWe are also very grateful to Marcus Rowe for 

stepping in as our Interim Chair.ó   Jennifer just recently became the Senior Administrator for 

Public Affairs at Mayo Clinic.  

 

Evelynn Livingston has completed her 4 -year term as a faith -based provider representative.  

She is Director of Ft. Caroline Baptist Academy.  She is also Co -Chair of the Duval Early  

Learning Directors Network (DELDN).  òEvelyn has always helped catapult us to success and 

we will miss her leadership and dedication,ó says Denise Marzullo. 

    òI was at your Bowden location today to have my ELC paperwork transferred to my sonõs 

elementary school due to my family portal not allowing me to do it electronically.  Prior to  

coming in, Angela Moore (Child & Family Resources Department), tried to help me via email 

and then by phone, but my profile would not transfer correctly.  Once I arrived, I only waited 

a few minutes before CFR called me back and the staff treated my like family.  They were 

kind, patient, and took care of me quickly, knowing I had to get back to work.  I want to 

thank you all for what you do.  Thank you for treating me like family and not just another 

name on the list.ó                                            

                                                                        ññ Testimonial from Emily Williams of Jacksonville  

 



Staff learns the òinsó and òoutsó of the new 

Office of Early Learning Provider Portal database.  

Provider Services has viewed and signed more 

than 800 SR and VPK contracts this summer.  

The ELC distributed over 700 wage incentive 

checks this summer, totally over $1.1 million 

to Guiding Stars teachers.  

President/CEO, Denise Marzullo comforts a  

child at a Guiding Stars center.  

Chief Program Officer, Johnna Daniels, goes live 

on WJXT, Channel 4 to tout the VPK Program.  

The week of August 6th was Staff  

Appreciation Week at the Early Learning Coalition!  


